Source of material: 4-methyl-2-phenyl-5(4/f)-oxazolone (9.13 mmol) and manganese triacetate dihydrate (18.26 mmol) in glacial acetic acid (80 ml) were stirred at room temperature for five hours. The insoluble manganese (ΠΙ) salts were reduced to watersoluble manganese (II) salts by the addition of an aqueous saturated solution of sodium bisulfite (30 ml), the layers were separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted with methylene chloride. The combined organic layers were dried over MgSC>4, filtered and concentrated to give a solid. Separation by chromatography followed by recrystallization gave four products in addition to the title compound. Lorentz and polarization corrections were applied.
. Final atomic coordinates and displacement parameters (in Â 2 )
C20H16N2O4, monoclinic, P\2\!c\ (No. 14), a =11.255(3) Â, b=9.310(5) À, c =16.733(2) Â, β =94.627(6)°, V=1747.6 Â 3 , Z=4, R(F) =0.049, Rw(F) =0.051. 
